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ABSTRACT...... Dairy enterprise could play a more constructive role in promoting rural
welfare and reducing poverty by generating employment at farm level is increasingly being
recognized. The present study was conducted on 160 dairy farmers selected from 12 villages
of Hisar and Jind districts of Haryana to assess the self-confidence among dairy entrepreneurs
about animal husbandry practices. Self-confidence was measured by using innovative scale
which consisted of five practices in respect of the dairy management. The respondents were
grouped into three categories namely low, medium and high level of self-confidence using
mean and one standard deviation. The data were collected through pre-tested structured
interview schedule by holding personal interview with the dairy farmers during 2014-15.  The
overall analysis revealed that 36.88 per cent of dairy farmers had medium level of self-confidence
while 33.1 per cent and 30 per cent of dairy farmers were having low and high level of self-
confidence, respectively. It is evident from the correlation analysis that educational
qualification, size of land holding, annual income, caste, dairy farming experience, extension
contact, social participation, mass media exposure, economic motivation, scientific orientation,
attitude towards dairy farming and market orientation showed positive and significant
relationship (P<1) with self-confidence of dairy farmers while age also having significant but
negative correlation with self-confidence of dairy farmers. The negative correlation of age
with self-confidence of dairy farmers may be attributed to the reason that with the advancing
age farmers become more inclined towards traditional practices due to lack of energy, change
proneness, decision making ability and progressive attitude. Almost similar results were also
seen in case of small, medium and large categories of farmers. Further, regression analysis
revealed that two independent variables namely, caste and economic motivation were found
to have positive and significant values of ‘t’ for ‘b’. The multiple co-efficient determinant (R2)
further implies that all the thirteen variables had together explained 91.25 per cent of variation
towards self-confidence of dairy farmers.
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